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PPW meeting. They'll share 
their story of how this 
book came to be and 
conduct a hands-on 
experience in writing and 
editing flash fiction.  
 
These ladies have found 
that writing VERY short 
stories is getting them 
published and helping them 
improve their writing in 
other genres. They'll teach 
our members how to 
"waste NO words" when 
writing. As they'll explain, 
they used word lists to 
write forty sets of stories, 
in many different genres. 
Their book is the result. 
 
  Using this formula, they 
say, ANYONE can write 
flash fiction. Come join 
them to learn--YOU can 
too!  

Morning Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Promote With the Web 
 
Pastor Rich Jones joined 
the family of Saint Stephen 
in the fall of 1993, after his 
time in the Marine Corps. 
He joined the staff of Saint 
Stephen in June of 2003 as 
an associate pastor. He 
now serves as the lead 
pastor for the West 
Campus of Saint Stephen 
Church. Rich and his wife 
Kimberly have one child, 
Elijah, and a dog, Ralphie. 
He completed his 

undergraduate work at 
West Texas A&M and 
received a Master of 
Divinity degree from 
Asbury Theological 
Seminary.  
Pastor Rich will be doing a 
workshop on connecting 
through social networking 
websites, which can help 
authors promote their 
work.  
Flash Fiction Fervor  
Five PPW members--
Diane Neal, Dianne 
Sagan, Janda Raker, Joan 
Sikes, and Mary Yokum--
have written an anthology 
of flash-fiction stories, 
which will be published this 
fall by WordWright.biz, a 
small publisher in Alpine, 
Texas. Members of the 
flash-fiction group will 
present the afternoon 
program at September's 

President’s Report from Craig Keel 

July meeting was 
exciting. We had a large 
number of the current 
membership in 
attendance and we had a 
number of new writers 
join the organization. We 
look forward to getting 
to know each one of you 
better and seeing you at 

the meetings often. 

 

Michael Blake was a 
wonderful guest speaker, 
providing insight into his 
journey of writing for the 
Hollywood scene and the 
successes and failures he 
has encountered. No 

matter what stage a 
person finds themselves 
in with regard to their 
writing, Michael 
provided ideas and 
thoughts that should 
motivate each one to 
reach further. 

 

Special points of 
interest: 

• Briefly highlight your 

point of interest here. 

• Briefly highlight your 

point of interest here. 

• Briefly highlight your 

point of interest here. 

• Briefly highlight your 

point of interest here. 
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THE PPW WINDOW 

A Newsletter for Writers 
Meeting Saturday 

September 26, 2009 

St. Stephen UMC West 
Campus, 4415 Wesley Dr., 
off 45th between Coulter 

and Soncy 

Greeting time      9:30 a.m. 

Morning Session- 10—12 a.m. 

 Lunch                12—12:45 
p.m. 

 Business Mtg.     12:45 -1 p.m. 

 Aft. Session        1:00-3:00 p.m. 

 “Afterglow”       3:00-3:30 p.m. 

Lunch is $10.00 

Get reservation to 

Laura Harrison by 8:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2009 or   

phone 806-359-5329   

 or email 
ppwlunch@yahoo.com 
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Inside Story Headline 

Bogue, and the Hospitality 
Chair is now Laura Harrison. 

 

We are working hard to 
continue to provide adequate 
facilities, meals and 
refreshments for meetings, 
along with programs touching 
on all aspects of writing to help 
make you successful. Through 
the work of an accurate 
membership list, the PPW 
Window Newsletter and the 
Publicity Chair, we can 
communicate all events and 
conferences in a timely manner 
making it easy for you to plan 
to attend. 

 

I want to remind you to mark 
your calendars for the 
September meeting. The 
location and date for that 
meeting will be at the St. 

Stephen West campus, on the 
fourth Saturday of September. 

 

Opportunity is just one of the 
many benefits that the 
Panhandle Professional Writers 
organization provides for its 
writers. Meeting successful 
people in the writing business, 
and learning from them, what 
an opportunity! 

 

 Craig Keel 

James Coverdale, dressed in full 
Indian regalia, drew us back to a 
time of the West. Describing 
each piece of the costume and 
relating to us the meaning and 
hard work that was put into 
them helps us to understand the 
culture and humanity of the 
Native-American People. 

 

The new Board of Directors 
were officially installed at the 
July meeting, and I know each 
Board member has a desire and 
the will to work hard to see the 
organization grow and provide 
the necessary tools to help the 
membership of the PPW 
succeed in their writing 
endeavors. 

 

Please take note of the change 
in two Board Positions, 
Publicity Chair is now Suzanne 

President’s Report (continued) 

 
Editor:                 Bobette Doerrie       806-658-2264     ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com 
Assistant editor:  Jerome Doerrie        806-658-2264     k5is@hotmail.com    
Who We Are:  Panhandle Professional Writers was founded as Panhandle Pen Women and is located in the 
Texas Panhandle. We are the second oldest writing group in the nation. Our membership includes writers of 
various genre who have come together to learn more about the craft of writing. Everyone from the 
unpublished beginner to the multi-published author will find support, encouragement, and friends on all levels 
of their writing endeavors. 

The PPW WINDOW is published preceding the six all day mini-workshops held on the third Saturday of 
January, March, May, July, September, and November.  Lunch reservations  are due on the Tuesday before the 
meetings.  A nationally recognized writer’s conference, Frontiers in Writing, is held each June.  Members may 
participate in the on-line discussion group.  The dues are $30 for the year and renewal is each January 1st.   
Gold membership for donations up to $99 over dues. 

Platinum membership for donations $100 or more over dues. 

 

Dues can be mailed to PPW, Box 19303, Amarillo, TX 79114 
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Janda Raker, along with Diane 
Neal, Joan Sikes, Mary Yokum, and 
Dianne Sagan have contracts for the 

flash-fiction anthology to be published 

by WordWright Publications of Apine, 

Texas. Janda is focused now on flash 

fiction and travel essays, but also writes 

profiles and is working on a novel. 

Mary Yokum (see above) is working 

on genealogy, but also writes bios and 

poetry. 

Diane Neal (see above) is working 

on a story for Accent West, and also 

does memoirs and humor. 

Audrey Massingill completed family 

genealogy book # 7, writes family 

stories, memoirs, and short stories,  

now doing  her dog’s autobiography! 

Barbara Myers writes memoirs and 

picture books and is working on a 

memoir. 

Bernard Ray Tillery won 1st 

Honorable Mention on Sci Fi fiction at 

FiW 2009, and also writes historical 

fiction and technical non-fiction. He is 

working on a print-on-demand of an 

existing work. 

Betty Brown Johnson is working on a 

short story “Four in a Tub”, anecdotes 

for family histories in the Panhandle. 

Bob Lile writes Route 66 Pulse articles 

editorials, and is moving to Amarillo! 

Bret Holle writes Christian, Young 

Adult, and Romance, and is looking for 

a critique group, developing his writing 

skills and planning. 

Diane Mowery writes children’s and 

inspirational and is working now on a 

memoir focused on miracles. She 

needs a writer’s group in Friona. 

Edyth Jackson writes fiction, non-

fiction, and short stories. 

Jeff C. Campbell writes mysteries and 

historical fiction, western and Indian 

Wars non-fiction, currently history 

of the Sand Creek Massacre and 

two fiction works. 

Juliana Lightle writes poetry, non

-fiction, and especially essays. 

Kimberly Black writes Christian 

mystery romance and historical 

stories, currently working on a 

novel and screenplays. 

Laura Harrison writes romance, 

currently Kelly’s Hurdle. 

Laura Stephens is working on In 

the Nick of Time, testimonies of 

people with Near Death 

Experiences, miraculous healings 

and Angelic encounters. 

Lynnette Jalufka writes historical 

fiction, currently a medieval novel 

Never Surrender. 

Marcy McKay  writes mainstream 

fiction, and has completed a novel,  

in which agents have expressed 

strong interest. 

Marianne Logan won 10 awards 

in the NW Poets Spring Fling, and 

HM in the National Federation of 

State Poetry Societies; a poet, she 

is concentrating on Haiku and 

starting the new High Plains Haiku 

group. 

Natalie Bright writes middle 

grade historical fiction, 

inspirational fiction, and is in the 

Sept. Inspirational Section of 

Amarillo Magazine .  She is part of a 

new, inviting critique group (most 

Thursdays in Canyon). . 

Pamela J. French is secretary of 

Guymon’s Word Weavers, which 

currently hosts a novel writer’s 

course by Pauline Hodges. She 

writes features/fiction/non-fiction 

and is working on a mystery novel. 

She won 3rd place in the Ozark 

Creative Writer’s Conference.  

Sam Black creates comics, Sci Fi, 

Mystery, Horror, or a combination. 

Current work is Project Nephilim. 

Sean Dunn writes fiction, has 

completed a novel he and  needs a 

critique group’s input. 

Suzanne Bogue writes young and 

adult fantasy  with current Emily’s 

Dragon; she has started a blog to 

www.suzannebogue.blogspot.com. 

Virginia Franz is president of 

Word Weaver Writers of Guymon, 

OK. New members are invited. 

She writes life stories, esp. about 

the Depression and Dust Bowl,  

young adult, children’s fiction. 

William L. Brown writes 

histories, westerns, mainstream 

fiction, children’s stories, and non-

fiction. In progress is “Dora”, 

“Joshua 10:13”, and “Uncle 

Harvey”. 

Visitors to PPW 
JoAnne Graham writes romance, 

historical romance and journals; 

she’s working on 2 novels. 

Candace Muirhead of Roswell 

writes inspirational work and is 

working on 3 devotionals. 

Kathy Kendall-Tackett writes 

non-fiction books, articles and 

curriculum on women’s health, 

currently on a book on 

breastfeeding. She’s an editor at 

Hale Publishing in Amarillo with 

contracts on books on medical 

subjects and concerns of new 

mothers. 

Roundtable Report—Nancy Keel, Membership  

 The following PPWers are on the “write track”:   
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Youth Contest Notes  
Barbara Propst, Contest Chair 

Over the years, I have enjoyed 
working with the annual Youth 
Writing Contest. I’ve found that 
young people have a great deal to 
say about life, friendship, family 
and education. They have 
wonderful imaginations and the 
desire to express their thoughts. 
For the most part, kids are not 
cynical and jaded. Even in the 
worst circumstances, they have a 
way of finding hope. Reading their 
work has been a joy. 

Now it’s time to let someone else 
experience the pleasure of working 
with the youth. We’ve had folks 
express interest in taking on this 
project, and I’m sure Craig Keel 
will make an announcement soon 
regarding the new chairperson. I 
wish them the joy I have had with 
this contest. 

The winners of this year’s 
competition are posted below. 
Please note the scores on the 
Middle School poetry. Yes, three 
near perfect scores.  

Congratulations to all of our 
winners. 

Contest Winners 2009 
Elementary Short Story 
(All from Groom ISD) 
1st Place                Devin Kerlee      

“The Monster Peanut” 

2nd Place              Carson Ritter 
“The Evil Game” 

3rd Place        Blake Weinheimer  

“The Snowy Summer” 

 

Elementary Poetry 

Honorable Mention           
Sarah Stebbins Amarillo, TX 

“A Snowmobile Ride” 

 

Middle School Short Story 

1st Place            Chason Ratliff 

Silo ISD   “Thank Dirt” 

2nd Place   Gordon McCormack 

Amarillo, TX 

   “In The Dead of Night” 

3rd Place Abby Harkins 

Amarillo, TX   “The Egg Hunt” 

Middle School Poetry 
(scores 100, 99, and 98) 
1st Place JT Hassell 
Amarillo, TX       “The Riddle “ 

2nd Place        Blaithun Haddad
 Amarillo, TX            
“I Ran over the Taco Bell Dog” 

3rd Place Hi Hi Newby 
Amarillo, TX “First Run” 

High School Short Story 

1st Place Joey Caruthers 
Silo ISD              “Music=Life” 

2nd Place Rebecca Ward 
Pittsburg, PA  

“There Ends the Miller’s Tale” 

3rd Place        Chelse Covington 
Silo ISD      “The Scarlet Rose” 

High School Poetry 

1st Place Narine Wandrey 

San Antonio, TX              
“Creek Path Found” 

2nd Place Narine Wandrey
 San Antonio, TX         

“A Thunderstorm Tonight” 

3rd Place Bekah Roskens 
Groom ISD  “And All the 
Skies Fall Into The Sea” 

2009 Youth Contest Winners 

We do hope you will post 
questions in the comment section 
or send them direct to one of us 
and we'll do our best to answer 
them. We're going to post 
interviews with our clients, 
announce upcoming books, and 
post writing tips and talk about 
things that are happening in the 
publishing industry. 

 Hartline Literary Agency has 
anew blog entitled "From the 
Heart." All four of the Hartline 
agents, Owner and principal 
agent Joyce Hart, Tamela 
Hancock Murray, Diana Flegal 
and I  will share the writing 
chores. The blog is at http://
hartlineliteraryagency. blogspot. 
com/ 

Terry Burns, agent 
Hartline Literary Agency 
http://www.hartline literary. com 
Visit my bookstore and blog at 
http://www.terryburns.net  
 
"Getting published isn't a 
selection process, it's a 
survival process!" - T.Burns 

Announcements 
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prequel to his 2008 story 

about a racehorse named 

ORPHAN.  Here's a quote 

from the book cover: 

 

     "TEXAS PANIC, Harry 

Haines's new thriller, is 

entertaining and engrossing 

from the first page to the 

last, a wild ride through 

Mayhaven Publishing 

announces two book signings 

in Amarillo for a new novel 

by Harry Haines.  The 
events are at Barnes & Noble 

Sunday, October 4, 2-4 p.m. 

and at Hastings on Georgia, 

Saturday, September 26, 4 

to 6 p.m.  Harry's new novel 

is TEXAS PANIC!  It's a 

Texas with possible Mad Cow 

Disease. And an unlikely 

family-man hero, Jim Bob 

Masterson is a terrific 

companion to ride with."-

John Lescroart, New York 

Times best-selling author 

 

Announcements 

PPW Business Meeting Minutes for 

July 18, 2009 

President Craig Keel called the 

business meeting to order at 12:45 

p.m. The first order of business was 

the induction of officers. Craig 

encouraged members to take 

advantage of the benefits of PPW 

membership. He recognized 6 first 

time visitors. He mentioned that Molly 

McKnight has recently moved to 

Austin, Texas, to be near family. 

Secretary Cheryl Beckley is taking her 

husband to Houston for treatment. 

Kim Campbell’s mother is having 

health problems. He encouraged 

members to remember these people in 

their prayers. 

    The September meeting was 

described by Jerome Doerrie, Program 

Chair. The program will be social 

networking and using Twitter and 

Face Book as a way to promote our 

writing. In September we will meet at 

St. Stephen West, on the fourth 

Saturday, to avoid conflict with 

another writers’ meeting. 

   Bobette Doerrie mentioned that the 

Roundtable Reports on the tables help 

us celebrate member’s successes, and 

asked attendees to fill them out. The 

newsletter welcomes submissions 

from members. 

   Craig announced that the children’s 

contest chair is open, and encouraged 

members to consider accepting that 

position. 

    He also mentioned that critique 

groups are an important part of 

writer’s growth, and anyone who 

knows of a group that has an opening 

or is interested in starting a new one, 

we may be able to accommodate 

them. 

 Vickie Shane would like to visit with 

self-published authors for advice.    

Marianne Logan said that she and two 

other poets are starting a group called 

High Plains Haiku, and would 

welcome anyone who is interested in 

making writing more exciting, one of 

the benefits of Haiku. 

    Bobette moved to adjourn, Jerome 

seconded, and Craig adjourned the 

meeting at 1:15 p.m. 

          

 

 

 

 

 

Officers (2009-2010) 
President  Craig Keel 806-433-
6321 craig.keel@gmail.com  
 
President Elect –Dr. Mike 
Bellah, 806-674-7023 
mikebellah@hotmail.com  

Past President - Barbara Propst    
806-355-0971 
bcollins16@suddenlink.net  

Membership Nancy Keel 806-
373-2717 
ppwmembership@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor  Bobette 
Doerrie 806-658-2264   
ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com 

Programs  Jerome Doerrie  806-
658-2264 k5is@yahoo.com 

Conference  Chair–  
Hospitality Laura Harrison   359-
5329  lauraharrison69@live.com  
Secretary Cheryl Beckley 

374-6650 rbeckley@mail.wtamu.edu 

Treasurer Joe Trent jdtrent@nts-
online.net 

Publicity  Suzanne Bogue 341-
6995 ppwlunch@yahoo.com 

Technology  - Stefanie Pepin  
spikeslp@aol.com 676-8924  

Business Meeting Minutes 
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Have a favorite author who 
speaks to your heart, fires up 
your imagination, and inspires 
you to write better? 
 C.S. Lewis said to find 
an author to study and 
emulate. He and Tolkien are 
my favorites. They’ve taught 
me a lot about writing. I gave a 
PPW program last November 
on “encouragement”—a gift I 
received from reading a book 
about their writing group, the 
Inklings. It propelled me out of 
a four-year writing slump. The 
author of The Company They 
Keep: C.S. Lewis & J.R.R. 
Tolkien as Writers in 
Community, Diana Pavlac 
Gyler, is the keynote speaker 
at the Southwest Regional 
C.S. Lewis Foundation 
Retreat & Writers Workshop 
Oct 29–Nov 1 at Camp Allen 
Conference Center, Navasota, 
north of Houston—which I am 
coordinating. No way could I 
have undertaken such a 
challenge without the 
experience I gained working 
with PPW and Frontiers in 
Writing. 
 I’m recruiting a 
contingent from Amarillo. Join 
us? Trinity Fellowship’s 
Director of Creative and 
Production Services will 

record the event as well as 
“Oxbridge,” the foundation’s 
signature two-week event at 
Oxford and Cambridge in 
2011. 
A long way to Houston? I 
thought so too, the first time. 
I’ve been thrice, and to San 
Diego twice. Foundation 
events are incredible 
experiences, worth every 
penny and every mile. I would 
have gone twice that far, and 
did this summer, attending one 
of their summer seminars at 
The Kilns—Lewis’s home.  
 Five glorious days 
staying in his house with other 
Lewis devotees and touring 
Oxford and Cambridge. We 
lunched at the very pub—the 
very table—where the Inklings 
met and took a walking tour of 
the spot in Oxford where 
Tolkien and a friend convinced 
Lewis God was real. Our 
teachers, Lewis scholars—the 
head of Lewis’s literary estate, 
Lewis’s godson, and a leading 
expert on G.K. Chesterton—
these were the “elves.” Heady 
stuff for this “hobbit.” 
 If you’re interested in 
my visit, I started a blog while 
I was there and will 
continue The Kilns Chronicles 
soon. I’m also writing a blog 
on the workshop with speaker 
book reviews and interviews. 
If you’re a Lewis/Tolkien fan, 
this is a delicious opportunity. 
If not, the workshop stands 
alone. Joy Jordan-Lake is a 

fabulous teacher and her book 
sings. Frank Ball is a terrific 
writing coach, Steve Laube a 
successful agent, Terry 
Glaspey an editor from 
Harvest House, and Thomas 
Umstattd a media tech. He’s 
building my website for a 
travel blog, which I need to 
improve my platform to sell 
my travel book. Google them. 
Read my reviews of Jordan-
Lake’s Blue Hole Back Home 
(2009 Christie award-winner 
for first novel), Ball’s 
Eyewitness, Glaspey’s Not a 
Tame Lion & Glyer’s book. 
            Please visit the 
foundation website 
at www.cslewis.org. My blog 
on The Kilns visit is at 
www.cslewis.org/blog and 
the Writers Workshop blog 
can be found at  http://
www.cslewis.org/programs/
regional/sw/2009/Writers/
blog. If you can’t go, please 
pass on to your friends down 
south. Look for an email to 
forward on too. 
            You can contact me 
at ndrinella@gmail.com 
Nan Rinella 
C.S. Lewis Foundation 
Conference Coordinator 
Southwest Regional 
Retreat  &Writers Workshop 
P.O. Box 50971 
Amarillo, TX 79109 
E-mail: ndrinella@gmail.com 
Phone: 806-359-6181 
Mobile: 806-681-0800 
Website: www.cslewis.org  

A Hobbit in Narnia-Nan Rinella 
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“Stay at it” sums up the 
presentation by Michael Blake, 
a man primarily known for his 
Academy Award winning 
screenplay and author of 
Dances With Wolves. For those 
PPW members who missed the 
opportunity to hear him speak 
at our July meeting, the 
program highlights are offered 
here. 
            Mr. Blake reminded us 
that writers are driven to create 
something from our heart and 
soul, which is conflicting with 
the agent, producers, and 
editor’s side of the usiness.  He 
encouraged us to face 
rejection. “No matter what, 
keep writing at a level that 
people will want to read, and 
keep reading,” he 
said.  “Inspire with your 
writing.” 
            In a heartfelt and 
grippingly honest recount, he 
shared tales of his successes 
and rejections as he toiled 
within the L.A. movie 
crowd.  After becoming 

engrossed in Indian history, 
hislong-time friend Kevin 
Costner, encouraged him to 
write a novel rather than a 
screenplay. He made the 
decision to give up his 
apartment, live in his car, and 
write the story that nagged his 
soul, Dances With Wolves. As 
the struggled with the ending, 
the L.A. atmosphere did not 
lend itself to the inspiration he 
needed, so he journeyed to 
Arizona where he worked as a 
dishwasher and completed his 
story over the period of a year. 
Costner admitted to not 
wanting to read it at first 
because he was afraid he would 
be compelled to make the 
movie. His career was taking 
off and he wanted to focus on 
acting opportunities. As you 
might have guessed, Costner 
did read it and several days 
after Blake lost his job at the 
diner, Costner called to ask him 
to return to L.A. to begin work 
on a screenplay. Funded with 
advances from foreign 

distributors, they found the 
perfect movie set in South Dakota 
and began production 
            Blake reminded us that 
there is another quality that all 
successful writers have, besides 
writing from the heart and soul 
and writing the story they feel 
compelled to write. “It’s all about 
finishing. Power through and get 
it done,” he said. Throughout his 
presentation, Blake stressed that 
our writing must convey feeling. 
“Be different and devastating in 
terms of feeling.” 
            Mr. Blake graciously 
answered question after question 
during the morning and afternoon 
sessions, and also presented an 
inspiring message to the 
participants of the PPW Youth 
contest, who joined us after lunch 
to accept their awards from 
Kiowa Native, James Coverdale.  

“Stay At It”     PPW Program Review—Natalie Bright 

Dues Form 

Your Name and Address are on the label, which is on the reverse side 

Clip out this section, which includes your name and address on the other side, and mail with your check to  

PPW, Box 19303, Amarillo, TX 79114 

Email address (for announcements)___________________________________ 

 

Telephone Number__________________________________________________ 

 

Membership level paid for: 

_____regular ($30)      

_____Gold  (up to $99 over dues)               ___Platinum ($100 over dues 

VOLUME 2009, ISSUE 5 



PAGE 8 VOLUME 2009, ISSUE 5 

Caption 
describing 
picture or 
graphic. 

Inside Story Headline 

This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter 

as a promotional tool is that you can 

reuse content from other marketing 

materials, such as press releases, 

market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a 

newsletter might be to sell your 

product or service, the key to a 

successful newsletter is making it 

useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content to 

your newsletter is to develop and write 

Inside Story Headline 
 

PPW is a growing , supportive 
organization, but we depend on 
dues for our programs, especially 
the Frontiers in Writing Conference. 

 

See page 7 for additional 
information and levels of  
membership. Mail to:  

Panhandle Professional Writers  

PO Box 19303  

Amarillo, Texas 79114  

 

 

     From the editors, Bobette and Jerome Doerrie 

                    ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com 

The PPW Window is designed to serve the membership. We 

welcome submissions, news, updates, member concerns,  

announcements, your web sites, and blogs. This is an ideal 

publication for members who want the experience of being 

published and working with a friendly editor. 

 Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month before the 

meeting.   

From: 

THE PPW WINDOW 

c/o Bobette and Jerome Doerrie 

13925 Co. Rd. B 

Booker, TX 79005 

 

    To: 

The November programs feature two well-
published authors: Austin author Jack London 
on research techniques used in his break-out 
novel and Delbert Trew on “Money-making 
Gigs!” 


