A Newsletter for Writers

Meeting Saturday
March 21, 2009
Senior Citizens Center

Amarillo, TX
Greeting time  9:30 am.

Morning Session- 10—12 a.m.

Lunch 12—12:45 p.m.
Business Mtg.  12:45 -1 p.m.
Aft. Session 1:00-3:00 p.m.
“Afterglow” 3:00-3:30 p.m.

Lunch is $10.00
Get reservation to

Suzanne Bogue by 8:00
p-m.

Tuesday, March 21, 2009 or
phone 806-341-6995

or email

ppwlunch@yahoo.com
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Editor: Bobette Doerrie  806-658-2264 ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com
Assistant editor: Jerome Doerrie 806-658-2264  kSis@hotmail.com
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Dues can be mailed to PPW, Box 19303, Amarillo, TX 79114
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Roundtable Report—Bernice Simpson, Membership

The following PPWers are on the “write track’:

Danna K. Archer Brady
Mainstream or memoir

Mary R Byrd Main stream, self
help, children's. “How to Heal a
Broken Heart”, “Thelma”

Natalie Bright
www.nataliebright.com . Middle
grade westerns. Recent article:
“Body Sugaring” in Amarillo
Uptown Magazine

Bobette Doerrie Nonfiction,
children's sermons, education.
Blog entries for sexual assault
prevention for work at Panhandle
Crisis Center.

Caron Guillo Christian &
mainstream fiction & nonfiction,
humor & more. Project: humorous
mainstream novel , “A Work in
Progress”. Also writes a weekly
humorous parenting column at
www.newchristianvoices.com.
Laura Harrison Fiction,
romance. Presently, “Kelly's
Hurdle.” Honorable mention,
PPW 2008, for “Finding Hope.”
Edyth Jackson Nonfiction.
Working on newsletters

Lynette Jalufka Working on a
novel and assorted short stories
Betty Brown Johnson Family
Stories, presently her mothers
biography, using love letters
written in 1922.

Rory Craig Keel Christian,
historical, fiction, lyrics. Presently:
“Unlawful Words” & “Wagon Full
of Dreams.” Recently: “alabaster
Box CD-
Heavensentministries.org.”
Nancy Keel Psychological
thrillers. Presently, “The Deepest
Pool” and short stories.

Juliana Lithtle Poetry, nonfiction.
Is rewording poems and essays.

Marianne Logan Poetry.
Presently: Publicity for Triangle
Motel being restored by son, Alan
McNeil.

Recently won 6 prizes at Annual
Poetry Society of Texas, 1st
General Category in Monthly
Poetry Soc. Of TX: “God's Annual
Gifts.”

Crystal Phares Romantic thriller
& nonfiction. Presently: Razor's
Edge. Recently: First place in
2008's FIW contest for “Broken
Rules.”

Nadyne Lyn Research for family
book on Faulkenberry

Diane Mowery Short stories,
devotions, children's fiction. Just
completed a mystery short story.
Ginger Porter Thriller suspense.
Present work: “Sugar Line.”
Barbara Propst Romance,
women's fiction. Presently: novel
How Do You Like me Now."Won
company-sponsored essay
contest on the meaning of July
4th.

Janda Raker Flash fiction, travel
essays, novel, interviews. “Still
editing our flash-fiction book.”
Nan Rinella Nonfiction & now
fiction. Is reworking travel book,
working on first novel, and short
stories entered in 4 contests.
Cleon Roberts Still editing
“Prairie Dog Town.”

Bernice Simpson Preparation of
presentations for speaking
business, “Topics On Cue.” Her
cat, KittyCat, continues to write
notes to a teenager with a painful
ailment.

Claudia D. Stravato Short
stories, essays. Presently: a short
story for PPW contest.

Tracy Thomason Mystery/thriller
and short stories.

Kyle Word Book-length
nonfiction for work; novels for fun.
Presently: crime novel in 2nd
draft: Blood Debt.Recently: 7
books ghostwritten (fee-based
work) for clients.

Dwight Vick Academic work, and
stories about post-Civil War rights
in the South Recently: 2 contracts
with Jones & Bartless & Edwin
Mellon Press.

Deborah Elliott-Upton -
www.expressedimagination.com
Is included in Byline's 2009
Calendar for Writers. (So is
Travis Erwin.) Amy Gordon
Magazines, rodeo, inspiration.
Present work in Bull Pen
Magazine and Accent West
Magazine.

Michelle Mitchell Christian
fiction. In Progress: 3 novels- one
complete. Is attending Christian
Writers' Guild Conference in
February.

The program for May is a
presentation by Chris
Stewart on “Negotiating
Contracts”. Mark your
calendars for May 16!

I'm not a very good writer,
but I'm an excellent
rewriter.

~James Michener
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Polishing Your Professional Email Image—Bobette Doerrie

Professional writers find email
an important part of their
communication. Jeff Tobe, a
professional speaker, recently
talked about the basics.

Research finds that 55% of our
meaning is conveyed by facial
expression, 38% by tone, and
only 7% by the words we use.

Handle emails carefully. He
suggests three computer
folders for email: one for non-
pressing emails that can wait a
week or more; one that waits
for a day; and one for pressing
emails that wait an hour
before they are sent.

After the initial draft “cools” a
little, he opens it again and re-

are always changes and
revisions needed, and
sometimes sees phrases and
words that would be poor
judgment to send. Remember,
he reminded the crowd, that
once you hit the “send”
button, it can never be
recalled.

“Save as a draft” may be the
most important folder in your
email, if you don’t use the
three folder method.

A fellow speaker, a
collaborator in the book

Sue
Hershkowitz-Coore, CSP,
wrote an article called “Power
Writing: Make Your Next Email
Terrific!” She points out that
“Email can be a terrific tool or
toxic to your career.” To make
it work for you, she suggests

Because the reader cannot see
your body language and facial
expression or hear your tone,
misunderstandings happen
and are difficult to rectify. You
may want to try Jeff Tobe’s
folder method if you find
yourself frequently explaining
emails you thought were

these ideas:
reads it before sending. There funny, inoffensive, or
innocent!
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The Best Writer’s Reference-Bernice Simpson

3 ring binder, the wider the
better.

Alphabetical dividers — a
minimum of 2 sets.

Main section dividers — 3.

Binder pockets 50 or more.

Paper—Loose-leaf paper works,
but I prefer 8 > by 11-inch
white bond, pre-punched.
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Creative Non-Fiction
to be Featured at
Fiw2009

The 2009 Frontiers in Writing
Workshop will focus on
creative nonfiction and will
feature a number of local
writers, including Jon Mark

Beilue, Mark D. Williams
and Dr. Mike Bellah. A
popular columnist for the
Amarillo Globe News, Beilue
will talk about how he finds
his stories. Williams, an
outdoor writer who has
authored nearly a dozen
books and hundreds of

magazine articles, will show
how to locate agents and
publishers for your work. And
Bellah--author, columnist
and an English teacher at
Amarillo College--will share
how he found a niche for his
writing in newspapers and on
the World Wide Web.
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The Southwest Cowboy Poets’
Association Breakfast is on the
2nd Saturday of each month at
8:00 a.m. at the Big Texan Steak
Ranch.

Dianne Sagan has a new blog,
and she is doing a new kind of
ghostwriting: memoirs, in a
service called Legacy. Learn
more about Dianne Sagan at
http://dgsagan. tripod.com

NE "V

John Schmidt, a new member,
is the Editor of Path Publishing,
which specializes in helping local
authors and has released 21
books. John recently published
his tenth book (the first two and
the last two through other
companies), My Visit to the
Kingdom of God — An In-Depth
Look at a Remarkable Vision. He
is seeking speaking
engagements to discuss
humanity’s future. He will be on

NewsChannel 10’s Morning Show
in late March or early April.

Dawn Trammell is setting up
several book festivals in East and
Central Texas. “As a self
published author, | realize that
there are not a lot of affordable
venues for local authors and
illustrators to present their work.
So | created one. We will have a
festival once a month in a different
area. If any of your local authors
would be interested, please have
them contact me at
bookfest09@yahoo.com “.

Here are websites with tips for
those of you who have never had
a book signing.
http://www.celebratelove.com/
booksigningtips.htm
http://www.writing-world.com/
promotion/promo01.shtml

Dawn Trammell

Note from the editor:

Please send announcements
to the "working mailbox” at
ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com

Jodi Thomas, Linda Broday,
PhyllisMiranda, and DeWanna
Pace will be doing book signings
for their new book Give Me a
Cowboy.

See their trailers at the following
sites:

Jodi Thomas
http://www.jodithomas.com/
Linda Broday
http://www.lindabroday.com/
Phylliss Miranda
http://www.phylissmiranda.com/

Slamarillo meets on the second
Tuesday of every month at the
Amarillo Repertory Theatre, 3701
Plains Blvd. (the North side of the
old Sunset Center.) The cost is
$5.00 per person and the time is
7:30 p.m. You might want to get
there a little early to get a good
seat.

We are still accepting donations to
help Travis Erwin and his family
after their recent house fire.

Dues Form

Your Name and Address are on the label, which is on the reverse side

Clip out this section, which includes your name and address on the other side, and mail with your check to

Email address (for announcements)

Telephone Number

PPW, Box 19303, Amarillo, TX 79114

Membership level paid for:

regular ($30)

Gold (up to $99 over dues)

Platinum ($100 over dues
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It’s past time to pay your dues!
PPW is a growing , supportive

organization, but we depend on
dues for our programs, especially

the Frontiers in Writing Conference.

See page 7 for additional
information and levels of
membership. Mail to:

Panhandle Professional Writers
PO Box 19303
Amarillo, Texas 79114
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From the editors, Bobette and Jerome Doerrie

ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com
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Something to remember:

| try to leave out the parts that people skip.

~EImore Leonard

From:
THE PPW WINDOW

c/o Bobette and Jerome Doerrie

13925 Co.Rd. B
Booker, TX 79005

To:




