THE PPW WINDOW _g-

A Newsletter for Writers

Meeting Saturday
May 16, 2009
Holiday Inn East

1911 1 -40 East
Amarillo, TX
Greeting time ~ 9:30 a.m.

Morning Session- [0—12 a.m.

Lunch 12—12:45
p-m.

Business Mtg.  12:45 -1 p.m.
Aft. Session 1:00-3:00
p.m.

“Afterglow” 3:00-3:30
p.m.

Lunch is $12.00

Get reservation to Suzanne
Bogue by 8:00 p.m.,

Tuesday, May 12th, 2009 or
phone 806-341-6995

or email
ppwlunch@yahoo.com
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The publishing business
is changing. The
number of publishers is
proliferating. Some
books are published
only in electronic
format. Self-publishing
has become a viable

option for many
authors. This seminar
will explore the
publishing business,
legal issues that arise in
the negotiation of a
publishing contract,
common publishing
contract terms, and
basic copyright law. A
mock publishing
contract negotiation will
be demonstrated.

Christian (Chris) D.
Stewart is the sole
shareholder with the
Law Office of Chris
Stewart, P.C. located in
Amarillo, Texas. Mr.
Stewart represents and
advices both authors
and publishing

companies. His
transactional and
litigation practice
involves copyright,
trademark, trade secret
and computer law. Mr.
Stewart was selected as
a Rising Star by Texas
Monthly magazine for
the years 2005-2008.

He frequently speaks
on legal issues
involving intellectual
property and internet
law. Copyright law is
his favorite subject. He
has interesting topics at
www.chrisstewartlaw.com.
His latest blog post
features the topic
“Judging a (movie)
DVD by lIts Cover”.

President’s Report from Barbara Propst

It’s hard to believe that we
are five months into the
year 2009. Time does seem
to be getting away from us.
Soon we will have a new
board, new blood and a
promise of renewed energy
for the organization.

Jerome has done a
wonderful job with

programs. Having Chris
Stewart back will answer
questions many of us have
regarding contracts and
how to get the best deal
possible. I look forward to
hearing from him again. He
is talented speaker.

Please get your lunch
reservations in and be there

for the meeting. The July
meeting with award
winning DANCES WITH
WOLVES screenwriter
Michael Blake and James
Coverdale, a Kiowa Indian,
is exciting. It’s time to dust
off the screenplay ideas and
come prepared to learn the
ins and outs of movie
scripting. (see p. 2)
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Editor: Bobette Doerrie  806-658-2264 ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com
Assistant editor: Jerome Doerrie 806-658-2264  kSis@hotmail.com

Who We Are: Panhandle Professional Writers was founded as Panhandle Pen Women and is located in the
Texas Panhandle. We are the second oldest writing group in the nation. Our membership includes writers of
various genre who have come together to learn more about the craft of writing. Everyone from the
unpublished beginner to the multi-published author will find support, encouragement, and friends on all levels
of their writing endeavors.

The PPW WINDOW is published preceding the six all day mini-workshops held on the third Saturday of
January, March, May, July, September, and November. Lunch reservations are due on the Tuesday before the
meetings. A nationally recognized writer’s conference, Frontiers in Writing, is held each June. Members may
participate in the on-line discussion group. The dues are $30 for the year and renewal is each January 1st.

Gold membership for donations up to $99 over dues.
Platinum membership for donations $100 or more over dues.

Dues can be mailed to PPW, Box 19303, Amarillo, TX 79114

President’s Report (continued)

(continued from p. 1) the report for the July number of dear friends over the

I encourage you to make plans newsletter. We will install the past eight years. Some of the

to attend FiW 2009. new board in July. I am terms have been more difficult
confident PPW will be ingood  than others. We have waded
hands with the 2009-2010 through financial downturns

Mike Bellah and Mark Williams ~ board. New President Craig and are now on a better

have planed a series of Keel is a gem to work with. financial footing. This is due to

workshops on Creative Non- President-elect Mike Bellah has  the dedication and hard work of

Fiction. The conference will be  progressive ideas and will be a the board of directors

held at Amarillo College. While  good leader for the supported by the membership. |

most of our members list organization. 1 know you will am proud of the work we have

fiction as their primary interest,  give them the support and done. I look forward to great

we should not overlook cooperation you’ve shown me. I things in the future. I thank

opportunities to expand our wish every member would each of you for your support

writing horizons. We may be volunteer for service to the and friendship. PPW is truly a

overlooking income potential organization. We would havea  family of writers. I wish all of

by limiting ourselves to one very dynamic group with more  you the very best in your

idea. If you have questions participation from the writing careers.

regarding the program, please membership. Craig and Mike

let me know and I will forward  will need your help in

your requests to Mike. continuing the work PPW is Barbara Propst q

dedicated to accomplishing. President /

2N~

\ﬁ
This is my last President’s & v
Message. Craig Keel will submit It has been an honor to serve /

on the board. | have made a
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March 2009 PPW General
Membership Meeting Minutes

Barbara Propst convened the meeting
at 12:45PM.

Barbara announced that Membership
Chair, Bernice Simpson, submitted her
resignation due to personal
commitments. The resignation was
accepted with regret. Bernice has long
been a supporter of PPW and she will
be missed. Barbara will take care of
membership until the new board takes
office in July.

Barbara gave a report on the board
meeting that was held two weeks prior
to the general meeting due to
conflicting schedules that forced many
board members to be unavailable on
meeting day.

Craig Keel told us that there were only
seventy-seven (77) entries in the
contest for the June Conference. This
is mostly due to the fact that our time
in presenting and advertising the
contest was unusually short. The
board decided to have a conference
late and so got started with contest
and planning late. Barbara praised the
efforts of Craig for jumping in as
contest chair and taking care of all the
fine details of getting the judges slated,
entry forms mailed and posted and
collecting and distributing contest
entries to the judges.

Kim Campbell also assisted in
acquiring judges and we thank her for
her efforts also.

Craig is already working on next year’s
contest.

Jerome Doerrie announced that the
May meeting speaker will be Chris
Stewart, the Amarillo attorney who
spoke to us about copyright, trade
mark and patent law. He will be
speaking to us in May about
negotiating contracts.

Plans are in the works for the July
meeting, according to Jerome. But
not set in stone yet. It will be a
fabulous meeting, especially for screen
writers.

We are still searching for a new venue,
we have begun narrowing it down, so

expect a few changes in meeting
locations over the next few meetings
while we test these new facilities.

Barbara expressed thanks to Mike
Bellah for taking over as conference
chair and what a joy it has been
working with him. Mike has helped us
gain the support of Amarillo College
and the get scholarship money for
students to attend the conference
from Happy State Bank. Mike has
come in on the heels of a wonderful
lady, Molly McKnight who was our
conference chair for many years and
did such a marvelous job for us. It’s
hard to follow a successful run like
that, but Mike has done an excellent
job pulling the conference together.

Mike Bellah spoke about conference
for this year. Saying that last year was
not so good due to the gas crunch and
the economy. We had decided to have
a small one-day conference just using
local people. The he spoke with a
fellow named Lee Gutkind to ask
what he charged since he is considered
the Guru of creative non-fiction and
that what we had decided to focus on
for this year’s conference. He started
the MFA program at the University of
Pittsburgh. His fee was very
reasonable, so our Keynoter will be
topnotch.

We are starting at about 1:00 in the
afternoon on the first day and end
around 5:00 the following day. We are
working on the brochure, about the
first of April. We're using mostly local
people like Jon Mark Beilue from the
globe news, Mark Williams and many
other talented local people who do
creative non-fiction. Also we will
have some editor/agents who will be
looking at fiction and non-fiction and
some critique sessions as well. We will
also have some local acquisition
people like with Uptown Amarillo and
Accent West. On late Friday
afternoon we will have a book signing
and the Barnes and Noble book store
during the whole conference. Friday
night will be the banquet. The
conference will be held at Amarillo
College campus at the College Union
Building. The dates are June 5 and 6.

There will be no consignment bookstore,
but if you can’t order your books through
B&N, let Barbara know. She will have
tables set up for individuals to sell their
books at the book signing. Barbara must
know in advance so that we can tables set up
for everyone who wishes to sell their books.
If your books can be ordered through B&N
please provide Barbara with your list so she
can pass it on to them for order by the last
week of April and include your ISBNs.

We are in the process of updating our
membership list and compiling a directory.
If you have not yet paid your dues for 2009,
please do so as quickly as possible so that we
can include your information in the new
directory. If you're a new member and you
aren’t receiving email announcements
online, let her know so that she can make
sure your correct email address is in our
system.

Joe Trent stated that our current bank
balance is about $9,000.

Newsletter, Bobette Doerrie is looking for
submissions. If you have a writing tip or a
short article, please submit it to
ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com. She needs
submissions by the 15t of the month prior
to the meeting. Election of officers was
held. The slate of officers was presented by
our nomination committee, who were Janda
Raker, Craig Keel and Natalie Bright.

President - Craig Keel
President-elect - Mike Bellah
Programs - Jerome Doerrie
Hospitality - Suzanne Bogue
Publicity - Laura Harrison
FiW Chair is open

Secretary - Cheryl Beckley
Treasurer - Joe Trent

Tech position is open
Newsletter - Bobette Doerrie
Membership - Nancy Keel

Barbara Propst called for nominations from
the floor for any position.

Suzanne Bogue nominated Stefanie Pepin
from the floor for the Tech position. No
other nominations came from the floor.
Barbara called for a motion to accept the
slate of officers as presented. Diane Neal so
moved and Linda Chenowith seconded.
The slate of officers was elected as
presented. Adjournment was at 1:30 p.m.
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Frontiers in Writing
Creative Nonfiction-The Literature of Reality

June 5-6

PAGE 4

“If you write fiction, don’t

think this conference is not for
you. All the elements required
for effective nonfiction—things

like vivid description and a
coherent and suspenseful
storyline—also make for a
successful novel.”

Dr. Mike Bellah, Amarillo College
professor and Conference Chair.

The keynote speaker for the
conference is Lee Gutkind,
founding editor of Creative
Nonfiction and is the prize-
winning author or editor of

more than a dozen books and

hundreds of newspaper and
magazine articles.

There is quite a lineup of

workshop speakers to help any

writer.

« Mark Williams, award-
winning outdoor writer, on

the secrets of “pitching

books”; he will also bring

some of his students from
North Heights Alternative
school to speak in another

May Puzzle— Choose the correctly spelled

presentation about their
recent book of essays.

Jon Mark Beilue,
"Amarillo’s favorite
general columnist”, on
how writers find stories.

David Horsley and
Mike Bellah, authors,
columnists, and college
teachers, on writing and
selling the personal essay.

Don Williams,
newspaperman and author
of novels and nonfiction
books, on how to use
simile and metaphor to
give life to your writing.

Amy Williams, author of
1001 Girlfriend Getaways
Around the World, on
writing and marketing
experiences.

Dewanna Pace, award-
winning novelist, brings
her expertise to “Avoiding
Rejection: A Novel
Approach”

- Linda Rohrbough,
author of over 5,000
articles and seven books,
has distilled her
experience to talk about
successfully pitching your
work to an editor or agent.

e Tennessee Tuckness,
Chad McPhail, Gary
Wayne Thomason, and
Randy Palmer will
discuss writing song lyrics.

-« Jenna Hodges, local
poet and youth mentor and
Paul Rodarte,
international poet and
performer, will have a
workshop on Slam Poetry.

< Dan Case, owner of
AWOC.COM Publishing
and editor of Writing for
DOLLARS! and many
other credits.

< Joan and Steve
Neubauer, who own and
operate WordWright.biz,

Inc, look for “energetic,

word.

Choose American usage over British
usage in the following puzzlers:

A. There are two very different
(Germanys, Germanies).

B. The children came in screaming,

“It is really mosquitoey,
mosquitoy) outside!”

C. The priest came to (exorcize,
exorcise) the demon from her.

D.

The volcano belched a poisonous,
(sulfurous, sulphurous) gas.

To find information, it helps to
look in the (indexes, indices) of
the books.

I enjoy reading the (librettos,
libretti) of operas.

The general brought along their
(aides-de-camp, aide-de-camps).

curious authors...”

H. Geneticist are investigating the
relationships between the
(Choctaw and Eskimo, Choctaws
and Eskimos).

I.  Did you ask for your swine flu
(inocculation, inoculation)?

J. The (moulten, molten) lead
splashed onto the floor)
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Book Reviews and Announcements
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Screenwriter for the movies ,
, and

, David
Benioff wrote about
the 900 days
when Germans completely encircled
Leningrad, bombing and shelling the
city. Despite the unspeakable
suffering the citizens of the city
refused to give in to despair. They
survived and fought back by eating
glue from book bindings, going to
the theater, having concerts, reading
books, keeping diaries filled with
humor. An incredibly inspirational
feat at such a dark time in history.
The novel begins with the narrator
talking to his grandfather, who had
emigrated to Florida after the war.
He learns that his grandfather killed
two Germans before he was 18 years
old, and when the narrator presses
for details, the old gentleman tells his
grandson to make it up.

says that “the

Puzzle answers from page 4

novel starts out like Schlinder's List
and ends up like Raiders of the Lost
Ark.” (from DeWanna Pace)

U 2 T ]
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We are resurrecting the

newspaper. 50,000 copies will
be printed May 18th and be
distributed from Los Angeles to
Chicago by June 1st. The
main theme of our first issue will be
“Alternative Energy " along the
Route 66 Corridor. Articles and ads
must be received by May 5, 2009
to: crocodilelile@peoplepc.com.

+ " tied for first in the
High Prairie Poets Contest with her
poem "Reflections of Home". She
also gave the program Saturday,
April 18, at the Hi-Plains Poetry
Meeting at ASCA, with "Reflections
of Home'.
- has a blog on
www.newchristianvoices.com. Her
latest blog is called “Bad Mom:
Bring on the Hard Times, Baby!”
and describes some great money-
saving (although not always time-
saving) methods.

Officers (2008-2009)

President Barbara Propst 355-
0971, beollins16@suddenlink.net

President Elect Craig Keel
craig.keel@gmail.com 433-6321

Membership direct questions to
Barbara Propst until July 1 at

beollins16@suddenlink.net

Newsletter Editor Bobette
Doerrie 806-658-2264
ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com

Programs Jerome Doerrie 806-
658-2264 k5is@yahoo.com

Conference Chair— Dr. Mike
Bellah, Amarillo College 674-7023
mikebellah@hotmail.com

Hospitality Suzanne Bogue 341-
6995 ppwlunch@yahoo.com

Secretary Cheryl Beckley
374-6650 rbeckley@mail.wtamu.edu
Treasurer Joe Trent
jdtrent@nts-online.net

Publicity Laura Harrison 359-5329
laurastella@suddenlink.net
Technology open

i

Source:
Webster’s Seventh New English Dictionary

A. Germany; proper names don’t
change the ending y.

B. Mosquitoey; insert e before sufixal
y in words ending in —0.

C. Exorcise; there is a strong
preference for the s in exorcise
and chastise.

D. Either is correct; the simpler
spelling is preferable.

Either; indexes is listed first.

Librettos: preferred in common
usage.

G. Aides-de-camp; in three word
compounds, the first word is
usually made plural

H. Either is considered correct.

. Inoculation is correct.

J. Molten is correct.

-y
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Book Review-Bernice Simpson

! " #
$ % 1987
Author: Lisa Collier Cool
Publisher: Writer's Digest Books,
Cincinnati, OH
P

The query letter is a
professional writer's tool. Do you
need it? --not if you write
primarily for your own pleasure.
However, if writing is a passion
you want to be paid for, you must
master it in order to sell your
products.

The title of a slender
book by Lisa Collier Cool
promises gold. It's "How to Write
Irresistible Query Letters."”

Irresistible. The word
connotes business success. If the
query letters you send are that
compelling, editors must surely
buy your proposed books and/or
articles. Although filled
with tips on the query letter and
writing in general, it didn't
deliver all that I expected. I'd
hoped to imbibe page after page
of query letter examples. Then,
when allowed to cook in my
subconscious, the collection
would produce a model that

In Memoriam
Nan Rinella’s Mother
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worked for me. It needed
examples.

| went to the Internet, and
wrote "query letters" in the search
box. Of the 150-plus pages I
downloaded, less than 15%
displayed actual letters. However,
the Web research did confirm
this: information in Cool's book,
originally published in 1987, is
still relevant. Updates (see
sidebar) deal with computer-
generated copy and email queries.
There is still no set formula, no
foolproof model, "No magic
bullet.”

Read Lisa Collier Cool's
"How to Write Irresistible Query
Letters" to learn about:
* The Query exception--when not
to query first..
* Gaining the most from time
spent on research using viable
slants or spins to write about the
same subject for several
audiences.
* How to go for the gold--types
of magazine articles that pay the
best.
* A test to determine the
effectiveness of your query
letter's lead.

* Ways to establish credibility
with editors even if you lack
viable clips.

*"The rogue's gallery™ -- what to
avoid in your query and other
correspondence with editors.

In her final chapter,
"Anatomy of a Winner," Cool
reiterates the query letter basics:
an attention-grabbing lead, a
captivating idea, and reliable bio.
And she reiterates her implied
promise of success. "Like master
chefs," says Ms. Cool, "... authors
have taken these ingredients and
blended them into tasty new
concoctions. So can you."

$ , (

* A book recommended by
several authors and editors:

& " H#
$ 0O &
* ( '+ &
. * by
Linda Formichelli and Diana
Burrell.
* Http://suite101.com - articles
by various authors on a variety
of topics, including writing
and publishing.
* Articles by Moira Allen,
including "Preparing E-mail
Queries™ http://www.writing-
world.com/basics/email.shtml
* A unique on-line resource by
Janet Reid, a literary agent. In
her words: "an ongoing query
letter critique blog at
www.queryshark.blogspot.com
It shows query letters, my
comments and revised queries
based on the comments."
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Announcements
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Dues Form
Your Name and Address are on the label, which is on the reverse side
Clip out this section, which includes your name and address on the other side, and mail with your check to
PPW, Box 19303, Amarillo, TX 79114

Email address (for announcements)

Telephone Number,

Membership level paid for:
regular ($30)

Gold (up to $99 over dues) Platinum ($100 over dues
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PPW is a growing , supportive
organization, but we depend on
dues for our programs, especially
the Frontiers in Writing Conference.

FiW 2009 is June 5-6 at the Amarillo
College Washington Street Campus.
See p. 4 for more information.

Membership information is on p. 7
in this newsletter. Mail to:

Panhandle Professional Writers
PO Box 19303
Amarillo, Texas 79114

PAGE 8

From the editors, Bobette and Jerome Doerrie

ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com

| The PPW Window is designed to serve the membership. We

welcome submissions, news, updates, member concerns,
announcements, your web sites, and blogs. This is an ideal
publication for members who want the experience of being
published and of working with a friendly editor.

Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the
month before the meeting.
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