THE PPW WINDOW
A Newsletter for Writers

Meeting Saturday
March 15, 2008
SCA Bldg.
1200 S. Tyler

Amarillo, TX
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In this issue:

Morning Program: Eric Spellmann

Eric Spellmannis the owner and president of Spellmann & Associates;ramblogy
company offering employee training, website design, PC repaimetwork maintenance. He is
a featured speaker at a number of state and natiemdiegy conferences and writes a
syndicated column in fourteen newspapers. In additioprdduces a weekly television
segment for KVII, Channel 7, our local ABC affiliate.

As a Texas Panhandle native, he earned his MBA from WessTA&M University
and enjoys every minute with his wonderful wife and tlkids at their home in Amarillo. His
program is “How to Be Friends with Your Computer.”

Afternoon Program: Deborah Summers

Deborah Summersteaches Anthropology at Frank Phillips Community Collede. S
self-published a photobook in 2006 called The Canadian Fvhoto Journeywhich has
photos of the Canadian River with present day and histaecamentary. She has a second
photobook in progress that will focus on the cultures of &3 Panhandle. Her program is
“Early People in the Texas Panhandle”.

President’'s Report
March 2008
My report is not long this month. It's not because | have ngtto say, but more because I'm preoccupied with
other issues. My first concern is the board election cgrapat the March meeting. We are still one position short
on the slate. Thank you to everyone who has stepped up a&dl agrserve the organization. It helps my morale
when | see folks willing to work to continue the goals an@cibjes set forth in the PPW bylaws.
Second on my list are my responsibilities to FiW. I'eeting with Jim Gleason at Barnes & Noble to
finalize the book store details for the conference. ThHemibe to contact the faculty to find out what books we
need to order from Barnes & Noble to stock the book stdis. does not cover the consignment section of the store
I surely hope my mavens are available to help out agarydair. Edyth and Audrey are the best.
Finally, there are the youth programs than must be finali#edhave a huge mailing to the school
districts and to news papers in Texas, New Mexico and Oklattmhanust be completed by Februar{!23
On top of that, the Texas primary is March 4, and the catedidae keeping us busy.
Who cares? We all should. I'm one person with many respditisthi Each of you has concerns and responsibilities,
but we are all writers who need one another.

So what? Help us, the board and committee members, to figt@ort you and your goals. One or two
hours to help with mailings would be great. Can you givéyMmme time to take care of details for Fiw? There is
a job for every member regardless of age or experiefbek @bout it. If you can donate your time, let us know.

End of sermon.

On a final note, if you were not able to attend the luncla@dnbook signing for GIVE ME A TEXAN,
you missed a lot of fun. Jodi Thomas, Dee Pace, Linda BradayPhyliss Miranda signed books until their hands
cramped. Ladies, should carpal tunnel syndrome be the regoltiolabors, | know a great surgeon.

I hope to see you at the meeting on March. 15

Barbara Propst
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Editor: Bobette Doerrie 806-658-2264 ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com
Assistant editor: Jerome Doerrie

Who We Are: Located in the Texas Panhandle, Panhandle ProfessioitatdMvas founded as Panhandle Pen
Women. We are the second oldest writing group in the natienm@mbership includes writers of various genre
who have come together to learn more about the craft ehguriEveryone from the unpublished beginner to the
multi-published author will find support, encouragement, aietidis on all levels of their writing endeavors.

The PPW WINDOW is published precedin% the six all day mini-workshops held othtreeSaturday of January,
March, May, July, September, and November. Lunch resens are due on the Tuesday before the meetings.

on-line discussion group. The dues are $30 for the year aedakis each January 1st.
Gold membershipfor donations up to $99 over dues.

Platinum membershipfor donations $100 or more over dues.

Dues can be mailed to PPW, Box 19393, Amarillo, TX 79114

From http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quizzesioos_pairs.htm
Choose the correct answer:

1. (insipid/incipient) Her remarks seemed___, and we cloogmore them.
2. (appraised/apprised) We try to keep the President __ of dmeribpments there.
3. (climatic/climactic) What is the ___event in this dlstory?

4. (epigram/epigraph) He chose some lines from Shakespsargiets as the essay’'s .
5. (stationary/stationery) We need some new__ for ougeoff

6. (extemporaneous/impromptu) Lincoln was actually wedpared for his __ remarks.

(Puzzle answers: insipid, apprised, climactic, epigraptipsery, extempora- Officers (2007-2008)
neous, that — answers are explained on the website)

President Barbara Propst
355-0971 bcollins16@suddenlink.net
mbership Mary Toponce

-355-3860 marytoponce@att.net
ggesident Elect to be filled

Welcome these new members!

Dr Jane Begu — Trinity, Texas jbegy @hotimaih
Debbie Pelham—Midland, Texas debbiepelham@hotmail.c
Gary Jackson—Amarillo, TX— garyjackson@aom
Marsha Hurley—Groesbeck, TX— marushka51@yahoo.c
Cindie Powers-Amatrillo, TX —cindie_powers@suddenlink.
Karie Lesly—Fritch, TX— kilu58 @windsara. net

wsletter Editor Bobette Doerrie
6-658-2264 ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com

Gloria Short—Amarillo, TX jeanshort2003@Yahoo.c<§ﬁ)r%$;nnSCé]?\;I?)Tyel\?:;géehié'S@yahoo'com
Crystal Phares—Amarillo, TX CpER@adha.org gne oos 9376 Fiwconference2008@hotmail.com

Hospitality Susanne Bogue
ppwlunch@yahoo.com

, o .| Secretary Lynnette Jalufka 665-6589
Our friend and membelan Thrasheris in BSA Hospice ljialufka@suddenlink.net

as a res_ult of her most recent bout_W|th lung can&¥te |1 casurer Natalie Bright 655-4046
is still fairly alert and would appreciate cards, good Natalie@sunlightexp.com

From Janda Raker

wishes, and prayers. Past President Jerrod Neal
Publicity Caron Guillo
If you'd like to send a card, her home address is 806-356-6442 caron_guillo@hotmail.com

Jan Thrasher, 3810 S.E. 35th, Amarillo, Texas, 79103} Technology Suzanne Allen
Suallen@midplains.coop

nationally recognized writer’'s conference, Frontiers intvg, is held each June. Members may participate in the

7. (that/which)If anyone has doubts about the values__obreshbraces, she should leave.

A
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Round Table report as of January 21, 2008 meeting:

Natalie Bright is working on a middle grade chapter book. She invites visitcher on the web at www.nataliebright.com.
Patsy Rae Dawsomave a program titled ‘Sharing Our Voices with the Wdkidlio Options for Authors’ at the January meet-
ing of Inspirational Writers Alive’. She discussed MRRI&CA options for a society that is becoming everemoobile and
wanting to listen to material as well as read it.

Bobette Doerriewrites children’s sermons, poems, education activtiesa column in the newspaper.

Laura Estevez writes romance, poetry and short stories. Her cusenik is titled ‘Kelly’s Hurdle”.

Myrt Feaghey likes to write non-fiction Christian.

Eric Gehman has a sci-fi novel in progress.

Robert Gulde is working on a book Medical Healthcare Oxymoron.

Karin Huddleston is working on a mainstream romance trilogy. Her aurreork is a novel titled “Finding Home”.

Edyth Jacksonis doing some non-fiction ghostwriting.

Juliana Lightle writes non-fiction, essays and poetry.

Marianne Logan has written “Moments in Mourning”-"2Pulitzer and “Poem in Your Pocket” has been nominatedfo
Rhyme.

Craig Keel is working on his novel “Wagon Full of Dreams”.
Nancy Keelwrites short stories.
Mary Ann Lee also writes short stories.

Karie Lesley's current work includes poetry and an historical writitmgAdobe Walls in Independent Newspaper. Her docu-
journal on spiritual healing for women keeps her busy.

Nadyne Lynn is writing memoir and family history.

Mekala McGaha writes Christian Romantic Suspense. Her current §tf8dhen Tempers Flare”.

Mary Ann Miller writes Christian for young adults.

Phyliss Miranda is currently floating on cloud-nine because of her inclusicthe anthology “Give Me A Texan” with Jodi Tho
mas, Linda Broday and DeWanna Pace. Their second agyhoés been sold to Kensington and is named “Give Me A-Cow

boy.” It is scheduled for release in February next year.

Linda Moreland was a visitor at our last meeting. She hasn’t decidext e wants to write so next time we see herelets
courage her to talk about her talents.
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Opportunities

DeWanna Pace writes: “There was a lot of activity ablBher's Lunch recently. | hope many of you have
gone on line to sign up for the free industry news.o@irse, there is more that you can sign up for.) What |
find interesting is to watch the deals made by which agenthatever editor at whichever house. As you
know editors move constantly, so this day-to-day updatemvay to keep informed and to keep a good list as
to who might be someone worth bringing to our confereneaspeakers. For example, these tidbits were of-
fered yesterday and today alone, including editors, pudalishing firm, what they bought:

Colin Fox at Simon & Schuster, a political intriguevab
Courtney Hodell at Farrar Straus, a mainstream novel.
Michael Flamini at St Martin's, a Southern gothic novel.
Kate Miciak, at Bantam Dell a women's family lit navel

I'm not affiliated at all. | just want my PPW frienttsknow what an awesome source this is. | can't imagine
the free part of this service is so tremendous, how rmarie so would be the part you pay for. Hope this
helps somebody out there in PPW. “ (The websitetip://www.publishersmarketplace.com/lunch/free/ )

Phyllis Miranda announces: The trailer for "Give Me adréxs a finalist for the 2008 New Covey

Award, which is an award given to the most intriguinogei trailer. If you have a minute, we'd love for you to
go to their Website http://thenewcoveytrailerawardg$pot.com/and vote for our trailer (#27), if you think
it's deserving of the honor. You can also watch théetran the Website, as well as our individual sites.

PPW General Membership Minutes for January 19, 2008

Barbara Propst opened the meeting at 12:35 p.m.

Natalie Bright, PPW Treasurer, reported we have $9,196&0available in the bank account. She promised
a more thorough reporting in March.

Barbara asked that all members who have not yet dote@ease renew their membership since Janu-
ary is the month set in the bylaws. Mary Toponce gagenembership report. New members included Dr.
Jane Begu, Debbie Pelham, Gary Jackson, Marsha Hurleye®odiers, Karie Lesly, Gloria Short, and
Crystal Phares.

Barbara called for volunteers for the board sinceetlee three positions still needing filled, including
President Elect, which is a three year commitment,Sectretary and Membership, which are each a one year
commitments. Bernice Simpson announced that she wolddteer for the position of Membership.

Molly McKnight, FiwW Conference Chair, reminded the mershgy of the conference dates, which are
June 13 and 14, 2008. She also announced that the FIW brochutdemnailed on March 1.

Mekala McGaha moved to adjourn the meeting and Molly McKirnsglhonded. Barbara adjourned the
meeting at 1:05 p.m. and invited all to stay and have cafidechat with Jerome and Bobette about possible
programs and newsletter articles and other concerns.

Respectfully submitted,
Suzanne Bogue, for Lynnette Jalufka
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The Synopsis - How catchy is it? Does it intrigue?
Sent in by Tom Ellzey, from Vickie from Writers Liegy

The synopsis is the first item that a book publisher rdadsust grab their attention. Add more details
about the plot and/or events.

Remember you must engage an agent or would-be publisher &imdg) laan or her virtually breathless
with anticipation to begin reading your manuscript. $feopsis is supposed to accomplish this. The
synopsis must be written in such a way that the edilbfeel as if they absolutely have to read this
manuscript.

Aside from being free of typographical and grammaticalrer@ good synopsis should aspire to be
much more than a mere rendition of events or a clwggolt should give the reader a sense of why
events occur as they do and of who the players ar@ alao show him or her how the pieces of your
story connect.

How can you make your synopsis unique, exciting? Startthéhmain character and his or her crisis.
Include snippets of dialogue or quote briefly from the ndgelf. Don't neglect to reveal the character's
emotions and motivations, those points that expldipa character does something, but keep it brief. If
the setting is exotic, inject a taste of it into tkeapsis with a brief paragraph. This includes any back-
ground information that is absolutely necessary for ¢heer to understand the story. Build excitement

as you near the conclusion of the story summary mgushorter sentences and paragraphs. The synopsis
is a sample of your writing; it is a taste of whaading the actual novel will be like, so give it your al

Member Tom Ellzey is now living in Thailand, married to elementary teacher Wipada. He describes Tai food:

Ah, the cricket test! Crickets, | have discoveredesiour wedding, are not at all unusual at meals, and whikveoybody
enjoys them, enough do that they are sold in the markiige piles of them. | had to taste them. They wernddte you
would serve cashews at a dinner —and had a sorta nut-like. flaate several of them, because they had been hsmdesl
as a challenge. A few beers helped wash them down, atftl gkt any legs caught in my teeth.

The other unusual ‘food’ was ant eggs that had beenparated into a chicken-egg omelet. Frankly, | couldiste
them, but they were present visually. Roasted grubawvaitable as welll usually avoid these foods, mainly because the
thought bothers me more than the taste.

The amazing thing here is that any vegetation, gbenanything that is possible to eat, is eaten. Wbdd preferences
are present, there seems to be no ‘yuk’ reaction aklveccur in the US. Huge quantities of sea food are availajptquid
with those little squiggly legs are one of my favorit@rawn, fish, fish, fish, fish. I am on the Khorat pkat — rolling hills,
not-so-high plains and not near the sea --- so fesshis diminished by distance. Small commercial anecoommercial
fish ponds are prevalent, and in large rivers thereoasedf HUGE fish. The largest catfish in the world wasght in the
Mekong river I think...it fed a whole village.

Yes, fried chicken a la KFC is here... Swens@g&xream parlor is very popular, and its hot coffetelis excellent in my
opinion, but expensive because the quantity of each ‘cupfaiiniscule.

Food, including fish, is often kept overnight as ¢efrs in air-tight cabinets. | have discouraged thistioee
Wipada usually does this only for herself, because sheskham squeamistiish likecatfish are not skinned or gutted bg
fore cooking — usually boiling. Fried fish is at my requesbroiled fish is common, but not broiled to the degieat we do
in the US. Lots of charcoal grilling is done in tharkets and everywhere, but cookers are not so elalam @ghe US —
some are simply small pots with holes in them witipecial cooking plan placed over it — or a grill or whetean be
quickly and easily used and or found. Rice paddies are evergwnd they have some ingenious home-made “combimes”
harvest their rice that look like something out of Mad Magzz High regards, Tom

-
T
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The Writer's Bookshelf
Writing Worth Citing by Berice Simpson

A Review of: The Forest for the Trees: An Editor’'s Advice to Writers
Author: Betsy Lerner, Publisher: Riverhead Books, PP: 284

“With an early promise not to ‘Strunk you over the head with rules about style,” Lerner, a for-
mer editor in New York’s top publishing houses, provides inspiring uncondescending advice
for writers.” — Entertainment Weekly

Irresistible . When | saw “ Skrunk” used as a verb on the front cover of a book, | had to pick
it up. Who had the audacity to poke fun at a venerated grammarian that way? Was the
coined verb a ploy to gain notice, to help sell the book? | leafed through it.

Delightful . The Forest for the Trees: An Editor's Advice to Writers deserves notice, if nothing
else, for its humor. In observation of writers, author Betsy Lerner quips, “the great paradox of
the writer's life is how much time he spends alone trying to connect with other people.” | was
hooked—compelled to borrow the book. It is a slender volume you can put on your night-
stand and enjoy like a bedtime novel. Its true tales about authors entertain as well as a story-
teller's yarn, but without the agitation of plot turns to disrupt sleep later.

Delectable. If you collect quotations, end-of-chapter zingers or examples of grammatical us-
age, Lerner's prose is writing worth citing. You can be certain she didn't say “nor will | Skrunk
you over the head with rules about style,” because she lost her thesaurus. Her 284 pages
offer a feast of everyday language seasoned with uncommon words and a bouquet of infor-
mal expressions.

Commendable. Itis a how-to book that reads like fiction, but The Forest for the Trees is not
fluff. Every anecdote serves a purpose; every tickle delivers more than humor. Do you want
to feel comfortable the next time you meet an agent or editor? Are you curious about what
happens to a book between manuscript and manufactured product? Would you like to know
about the one thing that will probably assure your success? Betsy Lerner, a publishing indus-
try doyen, answers those questions.

Memorable. There's an intimacy in Ms. Lerner's writing. You almost feel like you're sitting
with her, exchanging a lively conversation about being an author, being an editor, and your
common interest--books. You can memorize someone's bulleted list of dos and don'ts for
writers, or you can simply relax and imbibe Betsy Lerner's book. Even if you read it only for
the tidbits about John Gresham and others, expect to absorb cleverly interspersed advice.

Indispensable . Early in her career, Betsy Learner “began to understand the cyclical nature
of the publishing business, the brutality of the media, and the vagaries of the market place.”
Today, an unknown writer's ride from manuscript to marketing is even tougher. Few succeed.
Despite the odds, however, two decades of editorial experience tell Ms. Lerner that a draft for
another classic is gestating in Somewhere, USA. Is that your baby? Lerner's book can bridge
Project Plausible to Goal Achievable.
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Fiw CONFERENCE
Highlights
The Frontiers in Writing Conference has many opportunifi@soth new and for experienced writers. Here
are some more perks:

Keynote speaker-Bob Mayer-www.bobmayer.orgs an eclectic multi published author who has presented fo
over five hundred organizations. He will offer workshapsluding repeats, plus a three hour, pay for, ad-
vanced workshop.

Robert Ray-multi-published author of The Weekend Noveliswill teach workshops, including repeats, plus
a three hour, pay for, advanced workshop.

Deborah LeBlanc-www.deborahleblanc.coraward winning paranormal author-will teach workshops with
repeats.

Dan Case-AWOC.COM Publishing-www.awoc.corhas several imprints that are looking for submissions.

Kim Campbell, free-lance editor and owner of a critiquing servick affer pre-paid 30 minute critiques of 15
pages of your manuscript. Information as to where to denchaanuscript will be noted in The FiW Conference
brochure, coming out March 2. The payment will be semtiih your registration form. This is an excellent op
portunity to have a professional give you an in-depthgaetiof the work you want to talk about to one of the
editors, or to just get your work ready to send to a puijsdditor, or agent.

Available, too, are leveled pre-paid 2 hour critique sessWasfeel this opportunity will give you a better
chance to be with people on your writing level. You caridgewhich level you want to be in.

We hope you take advantage of the many offerings to loel@givance as a writer. Looking forward to seeing
you at Conference.

Molly McKnight mymm124@aol. conFiwW Conference Chair

From Caron Gulio: | just discovered my novel "Children of Light" made thp 1®0 cut in the Amazon
Breakthrough Novel Award contest (out of 5,000 world wideies)if Thanks to those friends who wrote re-
views in support of my entry!

Dues Form
Your Name and Address are on the label, which is on the reverse side
Clip out this section, which includes your name and address on the other side, and mail with your chec k to PPW,

Box 19393, Amarillo, TX 79114
Email address (for announcements)

Telephone Number

Membership level paid for:
regular ($30)
Gold (up to $99 over dues) ___ Platinum ($100 over dues)
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The Hi-Plains Chapter of the Poetry Society of
Texas,meets next on April 19, at 11 a.m. at thg
SCA Building, 1200 S. Tyler in Amarillo.

For copies of the newsletfEne Muse

contact editor Frances Clegg-Ferris, at 764-34 )g

email tfffarms@ midplains.coop.
The Southwest Cowboy Poets’ Association

Breakfast is on the 2nd Saturday of each month R

8:00 a.m. at the Big Texan Steak Ranch.

It's past time to pay your dues!

PPW is a growing , supportive or-
ganization, but we depend on dues
for our programs, especially the
Frontiers in Writing Conference.

See page 7 for additional information
and levels of membership. Mail to:

Panhandle Professional Writers
PO Box 19303
Amarillo, Texas 79114

From the editors, Bobette and Jerome Doerrie
ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com

| The PPW Window is designed to serve the membership.|We
welcome submissions, news, updates, member concerng,
announcements, your web sites, and blogs. This is an idgal
blication for members who want the experience of beirjg
published and working with a friendly editor.

Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month leetioe
meeting.

Computer Hints:
http://thefuntimesguide.com/2004/12/typingshortcuts.php
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From:
THE PPW WINDOW

13925 Co. Rd. B
Booker, TX 79005

TO:

c/o Bobette and Jerome Doerrie




