THE PPW WINDOW
A Newsletter for Writers

Meeting Saturday
May 17, 2008
SCA Bldg.
1200 S. Tyler
Amarillo, TX
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In this issue:

*

Morning Program: So Great a Heritage

Kathy Jackson is the author of this remarkable book based on her father’s
letters home during World War II. Her painstaking reskeaf Army records and
photographs have enriched the deeply moving letters into @ coanplete account of “T
- Patchers,” the 36th Division Artillery and his expages in the liberation of Italy.
Jackson says, “I don't want people to forget what gyomant job these boys did and
what it cost them.” Her presentation should inspiralu® look at our family
scrapbooks and ribbon-tied bundles of letters to pass on otageeri

Afternoon Program: The Scarlet Scribblers

Suzanne Allen, Natalie Bright, Katrina Kimble, MarganS, and Marian
Carpenter will present: designing a business card, pinpoiybunggenre, do several
writing exercises identifying basic mistakes every beginmiriger makes. We will
critique a written paragraph and learn how to find thostakes and provide you with
tips and tools for use in editing your own worRring your business cards for a card
exchange.

President’s Report

I look at the calendar and can not believe we hatedtée second quarter of 2008. Time truly seems|
fly by now that I'm older. At fifteen, | couldn’t wait timrn sixteen so | could date. Then | wanted to be 1§
so | could get a driver’s license. Now | want thingslosvsdown a bit.

thrilled to announce that Craig Keel has volunteered tthfil vacancy. Craig has leadership experience
through his church. This will be an asset to the organizatle and his wife are relatively new to PPW, so|
you haven’t met them yet, please take the time to inteoglaarself and visit with.

We have a new Critique Chairman. Joe Trent willrbagirking in that capacity in July. If you are
looking for a critique group, get with Joe, he’ll help yimd a good fit.

Both the adult and youth contests have closed. We titame as many adult entries as we had hoped
but we will still have a good contest. The youth entriesewup from last year. As always, we have some
| interesting stories and poems. Awards for the adultsoiinnounced during the Saturday luncheon at Fil
Youth awards will be announced at the July meeting.

FiW brochures are in the mail. If you have not rexiz brochure, please contact Molly McKnight. We
are working to get the brochure on the website. We havitvease issue we need to resolve, so please be
patient. It will be there. Molly has put together a géamlilty for FiwW. Please check out the two advanced
paid workshops. Bob Mayer and Robert Ray will be presentogy@ms for the more advanced writers.
Bob’s program will encompass the original idea, outlinpigf and writing scenes. Robert Ray will presen
“Rewriting the Novel”. | have attended Mr. Ray’s workshapsl highly recommend them. Kim Campbell
will do a private manuscript critique. We have several famwlty members this year: Doris Wenzel of
Mayhaven Publishing, Dan Case of AWOC.COM Publishing, JodrSéephen Neubauer of
WordWright.biz. I'm sure everyone will find workshops andsgrtations that will enlighten and encourag
us.

If you are a published author registering faWFand would like to have your books in the bookstore,
please contact me at beollins16@suddenlink.net. We have bddaithes and Noble store and the

We held our board elections for 2008-2009 in March. Attime we did not have a President-elect. | a
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Editor: Bobette Doerrie 806-658-2264 ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com
Assistant editor: Jerome Doerrie

Who We Are: Located in the Texas Panhandle, Panhandle ProfessioitatdMvas founded as Panhandle Pen
Women. We are the second oldest writing group in the natienm@mbership includes writers of various genre
who have come together to learn more about the craft ehguriEveryone from the unpublished beginner to the
multi-published author will find support, encouragement, aietidis on all levels of their writing endeavors.

The PPW WINDOW is published precedin% the six all day mini-workshops held othtreeSaturday of January,
March, May, July, September, and November. Lunch ragens are due on the Tuesday before the meetings. A
nationally recognized writer’'s conference, Frontiers intvg, is held each June. Members may participate in the
on-line discussion group. The dues are $30 for the year aedakis each January 1st.

Gold membershipfor donations up to $99 over dues.
Platinum membershipfor donations $100 or more over dues.
Dues can be mailed to PPW, Box 19393, Amarillo, TX 79114

ress, look, and act like a professional at all times.
Be friendly and have a smile for everybody

Choose the correct sentences:
1. “Governor George Bush is the penultimate last reand the Supreme Court is the next to last resort.
2. “One of those still plain men that do the worldsigh work.” (Lowell, “On Grant’s Bust”)

3. He made his first successful parachute jump at thefageety.

4. Veronica is one of the only Spanish-speakers in our &fge.

5. The media is producing good coverage on the debateatbepvering both sides.

6. “Michael Jordan was literally dead on his feet withafs he led the Bulls to a last-minute victory.”
7. Hopefully, Mr. Jordan will give Bob a raise.

(Puzzle answers: see next page, after the Round Table Report Officers (2007_2008)

President Barbara Propst

355-0971 bcollins16@suddenlink.net
Membership Mary McMinn

806-355-3860 marytoponce@att.net
President Elect o be filled

Newsletter Editor Bobette Doerrie
806-658-2264 ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com
Programs Jerome Doerrie k5is@yahoo.com
Conference Molly McKnight B
806-356-8376 FiWconference2008@ hotmail.com
. ] Hospitality Suzanne Bogue

In Memoriam: ppwlunch@yahoo.com

. . | Secretary Lynnette Jalufka 665-6589
Our friend and member Jan Thrasher died jusdiutka@suddenlink.net

before our March meeting . She was a retirfdeasurer Natalie Bright 655-4046

elementary teacher with a BS and MS in Ejg¥atalie@sunlightexp.com
tary Education and had works publishedift..- <> aent Jerrod Neal

mentary ) p . ) FIDoIicity Caron Guillo

several books and articles. Her quick minpkos6-356-6442 caron_guillo@hotmail.com

caring nature, and lovely smile will be missgdechnology Suzanne Allen

by writers, friends, and family. Suallen@midplains.coop
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Round Table report as of March 15, 2008 meeting:

Caron Guillo's unpublished novel Children of Light placed in the top 100 66t@00 entries in the international Amazon Break
through Novel Award competition, receiving great reviessf Publishers Weekly and Amazon Top Reviewers. Shewean be
writing a weekly parenting column for a new online Christitestyle/humor magazine. Her work in progresa M/ork in Pro-
gress a humorous mainstream novel.

Michelle Madison is working on a cookbook, fiction, and articles.

Marianne Logan’s work in progress is a book “Patterns of Love”. Sheivede2 3rd places and an Honorable Mention at the H
etry Society of Oklahoma, and she will speak at a sesé§ipaetry with Vivian Ramsey Stewart, Poet Lauredth® Poetry soci-
ety of Oklahoma.

Louise Georgewrites memoirs and history and is currently workimgaopictorial history of Dumas. She recently signedraracot
with Arcadia Publishing for her pictorial history.

Laura Estevezwrites romance, poetry and short stories, and ieotlyrworking onKelly’s Hurdle

Lynnette Jalufka enjoys writing historical/fantasy, and is working on “Ne$arrender”.

Molly McKnight is working on women'’s fiction and enjoys writing forildnen and inspirational articles.

Carleta Fernandeswill soon have a book signing in Dumas and does memoirstaorti stories. Her book “Stories to Tell” has
compiled memoirs and short stories.

Edyth Jacksonghost-writes nonfiction work, and also writes a nettst.

Diana Mowery writes children’s stories and devotions, and is wrianghildren’s chapter book.

Harry Haines’ novel “Orphan” will be released in May, and has book signaogsing up in Canyon and Amarillo.

Frances Clegg-Ferriswrites history. She is now transcribing tapes and wraihgstory of the Longhorn Valley area NW of Ro-
tan, TX.

Becky Hopsonworking on historical fiction, a self-help piece, andozei.

Bobette Doerriewrites poetry, non-fiction, and educational articlese ®hites a monthly column in the Perryton Herald.
Deborah Summerswho presented one of last month’s programs, is wgrmher second book.iving in God’s Country: the
Texas Panhandle.

Joe Douglas Trenthas received first place for the short story he submib the West Texas Writer's Group in Midland. He ex-
presses appreciation to members here for help wiilyuees, and says he could not have done it without yeip! h

Dorissa Vanoverhas two devotionals that will be publisheddavotionals for Writergor the dates of February 12 and July 25.
Also, two children's books are being reviewed by Longi@reek Press arickt's Visit, Lord - Show Me the Blessings of Ggef
being reviewed by CSS Publishing.

Patsy Rae Dawsortwo books in théVlarriage:A Taste of Heaveseries now have “search inside” on Amazon. She aisoded a
3-day professional speaking seminar in Dallas and hasriddarinventory: 10 Questions to Take Your Marriage towa Nevel”
on her website at www.gospelthemes.com. She wopldst in the area Toastmaster’s inspirational speauest and 2nd place
in the division contest, and will compete again atdisgict level in Lubbock on May 3rd.

Carla Stewart has been named a finalist in the 2008 American Christ@iofr Writers Genesis Contest in the Young Adult cat
gory. The winner will be announced at the annual ACFW €rentce in September. She has also signed with anatgent
MacGregor Literary and had the good fortune to attend Midantnon Christian Writers Conference in Mount Hermon, &3
month. You can learn more about what Carla is readingadiidg about these days at Carla's Writing Café at
www.carlastewart.blogspot.com .

Puzzle answersAll are wrong. 1. “penultimate” means “next to last’Use “who” for people, “that” for things. 3. When did he
do an unsuccessful jump? “Successful” is usually redundat@®n. of the few” would be correct; “only” means jusieo

5. “Media” is plural and should not be used with a singuldn f@m. 6. “Literally” means “actually”, not “figurately”. That sen-
tence is creepy. 7. Bob might have approached Mr. Jondgefully”’, meaning "full of hope”, but “hopefully” is an adkb, and
cannot modify “Mr. Jordan”.

Barbara Propst will be on the KAMR morning radio show on May 12! Be sarel listen in.
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Take to a Conference

Tote bag, aspirin, deodorant, breath mints, highlighter, smalstapler/paperclips, address labels,
bottled water, pen, and Tums.

Leave behind:bad mouthing others, need to talk religion or politics, cus words, tendency to
pursue or hound agents, and poor judgment with alcohol. Dgborah Elliott-Upton)

PPW Business Meeting, March 15, 2008

Barbara Propst called the meeting to order at 12:55 pmaukbors wanting to sell their books in the
Frontiers in Writing bookstore, their booklist mustdodmitted by April 12 for books carried by Barne
and Noble and May 31 for books not carried by Barnes and N@aatact Barbara Propst. PPW re-
ceives a percentage of what Barnes and Noble sehg ioanference book store. There will also be a
pon that can be used at the Barnes and Noble store duvihgith a percentage going to PPW.

Barbara reported that PPW had $10,418.77 in the bank. Suz@&haeseord number of members were

letting her know if they will be attending lunch. v@eal guests became new members. PPW membe
Thrasher died of cancer. PPW accepts memorials mameof her.

Molly McKnight reminded the membership that FiW still deevolunteers. Contact Natalie Bright to
help with registration and Katrina Kimble to help wiihsting faculty.

The nominations for the 2008-2009 Board are as follows:
President -- Barbara Propst

1* Vice President, Programs—Jerome Doerrie

2" Vice President, Hospitality—Suzanne Bogue

3 Vice President, Publicity—Laura Estevez

4" Vice President, Membership—Bernice Simpson

5" Vice President, Newsletter—Bobette Doerrie

6" Vice President, Fiw—Molly McKnight
Secretary—Cheryl Beckley

Treasurer—Mary McMinn

Tech Support—Travis Erwin

Past President—Ernesto Guzman

Harry Haines moved to accept and elect the nominat{éadeta Fernandes seconded it, and it was uf
mously approved.

Barbara adjourned the meeting at 1:12 pm.

Lynette Jalufka, Secretary

[2)
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In Memoriam

The youngest son of our friend and member Carleta Fernaiaadesdied April 17 in Seat-

tle. Please keep Carleta and her family in your thoughts.
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On the Bookshelf
Serendipity Ahead by Bernice Simpson

“Why not seize the pleasure at once? How often is happidestroyed by preparation, foolish preparation!”
-- Jane Austin

Is preparation foolish? Maybe so. For example, myiesk was initially well mapped, but in the end was likeiaer car
ride—lots of motion, but for the most part, haphazardSBturday, | was still determined to salvage what wiaef@ disap-
pointing week. | couldn't miss One More Time's grand opehimgnted to browse the bookshelves, buy at leasigiting
book, then report on the store, its celebration, anddabksd bought.
Outside the store, greeters from Diane Dick's Scbiolodeling smiled and waved, inviting people in. Insidgpang
woman offered refreshments, and local authors sigresdtiboks.

Suzanne's appearance belied her exhaustion. She andbendimet a labor-intensive challenge. They moveddrpest
pared for the big day on a budget thinner than a bookslkeHtsof paint. In their new home, books, once squeeaedib-
ceiling in overstuffed bookcases, slipped easily from thgaices. At Suzanne's prices, books won't stay lomggérto collect
dust. You can pick up Norman Mailer's 1310-page Harlot's Gbio$6.00. That's less than half of Powell's price. Apat
ing bargains in writing books, | perused every bookcase. Wiyesearch turned up nothing, | asked. They were not fer sa
Writing books, hidden in the back room, will stock a fetlibrary.

| wished Suzanne well, and started home, but ended updparkent of Encore Book Exchange, owned and operated since
1984 by Marylee Stuart. On entering, thousands of paperbacksticateye. You can exchange two novels plus fifty cents fo
a paperback of the same genre you brought in to trade.|8aapnovels,” said Marylee. “Yes, they do buyestf) but by

far customers want mysteries or romance.”

Her window display indicated she does not deal in paperleaahssively. Did she have any books on writing? Bingo! It
looked like someone belonged to the Writer's Digest Bdak @r two decades, then heaped their books, many never
cracked open, on an Encore shelf. “They're old,” said/ide, then added, “two dollars each.” | bought a baklezen.

I had time for one more stop. In a second hand dtévend a grocery cart overflowing with books. Almost hiddgrhard-
cover novels still sporting their stylish jackets, lcdigered “A Woman's Journal” by Running Press. Except épragation
and plant illustration on every page, it is blank. | bowgpift for my muse--$1.00.

At home again, | stacked the day's booty on the ccdfde.tNo time for reading just now--in twelve hourswake up to a
new day and a new week. | have a schedule to make, butadlks!'ll allow more time for interruptions, impulsiess, and
serendipity.

Conference Fundraiser - Request for Donations

The registration desk at FiW conference will have 2 gobaskets to give away! Raffle tickets will b
sold during registration table hours and the winner wikhbeounced at the Awards lunch on Saturdgy.
The two baskets will feature a "Texas" theme and &évgt' theme Members who would like to do-
nate gift items for the raffle baskets can bring those tohte meeting in May. This is an easy and af-
fordable way you can help support our conference. Iltembktnmglude any theme-related mugs, pengi
pens, magnets, reference books, merchant coupons oargiff. Thanks for your help!
Natalie Bright, PPW Treasurer

D
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PPW memberkouise George, Jennifer Archer, DeWanna Pace and Phyliss Minda and Callie
Roberts came together at OMT Books, owned by PPW MentBeranne Bogudor her Grand Opening on
Aprill2, 2008 from 2:00 to 4:00 that day The store was full o¥ig from opening to close.

Callie Roberts offered her new children’s book,Mommy Were An Octopusvith the help of her
husband who grilled Octodogs for the crowd. Diane Dick stiua®dels were on hand to serve the dogs and
pass out cookies and other refreshments.

DeWanna PaceandPhyllis Miranda brought both paperback and hardback versioziad Me a
Texan already signhed byodi ThomasandLinda Broday, who were on tour with other books, and signed
this book for the crowd.

Jennifer Archer signed copies of her anthololjjore Than Wordswhich also contains the work of
four other writers. The book is the fourth in a senébooks dedicated to women who have made a differ-
ence in their world and proceeds from this book's sakinsested into the Harlequin More Than Words Pro-
gram to support the causes that are of concern to women

Louise Georgesigned copies of her bookdp City Limits, the story of Masterson, TeaaslSome of
My Heroes are Ladies collection of memoirs about women between the afi85 and 101 who grew up in
the Texas Panhandle.

Suzanne was pleased that all five authors didwell in their book sales and the customers expressed
their pleasure in finding a new, well organized, cleanspatious new bookstore in their neighborhood!

On Saturday, May 10th, at 2 p.m., North HeightsrAitve School student-authors will be at Barnes and
Noble on Soncy to sign copies of their new bodkices from the Heightedited by Abril Vazquez, Renee
Shackelford and Mark D.Williams.

Four years in the making, seventy-two students fMonth Heights Alternative School have contributed to
Voices from the Heights, a 232-page book, loaded with patgmurneys, gritty tales, evocative stories and
courageous confessions. Voices from the Heights igseptative of all that is right with today's youth, a
compilation of creativity and skill, some of the fatevriting Texas students have to offer. The students
wrote these stories for the book over the last f@ary, unburdened by the need to receive in-class credit.
They wrote because they had things to say. Frontackldover photos are by NHAS student Kristian Hol-
land, abd the cover design is by Kristian Holland.

Email: Markwilliams@amaisd.org

The SouthWest Cowboy Poets Association has issuethiie: Edition of their members
work. There are 81 pages, and contains the work of 21 aeta\pibh three poems by most
of those represented. Member Marianne Logan is otieedéatured poets,

Turning Agents and Publishers On or Off—Deborah Elliott-Upton

Turn themOFF by

Reciting the whole plot of your novel.

Sound like book jacket copy.

Read to them instead of speaking to them.

Don't allow time for questions!

Don’t do your homework; pitch them something they don’t ighbl

Avoid originality.
Turn themON by

Having fresh and original concepts.

Have a good hook.

Know what the agent/publisher is looking for, and how ymok is distinctive!
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Frontiers in Writing Conference

Contest entries are in and conference brochures legrerbailed. The changes that better meet the
needs of beginning, mid-level, and advanced authors wil yel plan more effectively which areas you would
like to attend.

We have leveled the two-hour critique sessions anthtke-hour advanced workshops, as well as the
1% timer and Youth workshop. All-level hour workshops dse &eing offered. Many things will be going on
each hour, but since there are repeats, you should bt gi@€icipate in everything you wish to.

Jerry McClenagan has done an excellent job of usingerafe notes on the brochure so you can better
keep up with activities. All perk slots will be filled orfiest come basis, so get your registration in early.

There are always places for attendees to offer biedp for an hour a day, or more if they are so in-
clined. Those interested in becoming Hosts need to cafdicha Kimball Countryhl@aol.com for guide-
lines. | realize many of you have been a host befateattimes there are things to be done that get Idbein
shuffle as we change format. We have general guidelinesetas a base of information. Hosts and Workers
will have a walk-through at thé"Beason the latter part of May.

Conference attendees are also welcome to put their loothes Bookstore on consignment. Each author
will be responsible for handling their sales. ContacbBea Propst for more information at bcol-
linsl6@suddenlink.net .

We're excited about the new format and hope you ace Alsalways, we are open to suggestions.

C U June 13-14!
Molly McKnight
FiW Conference Chair

Want to Get the Most Out of A Conference?
Notes on Deborah Elliot-Upton’s presentation on May2l@1
1. Attend conferences to learn, to network, to meet agextpublishers, to associate with other authors.
2. Publishing success comes from the right proposal,ghepublisher, at the right time.
3. Do your homework: know your audience, know your categoykaow which publishers do your cate-
gory. You probably will not be successful pitching s¢ofia romance publisher! Is your writing G, PG,
R, or XXX?
4. Make a good first impression!

- Visual: have your dress and conduct convey image: “aaunccessful, professional writer.” Show
confidence, poise, warmth, fun personality, successv{Doerdress.) Sparingly use cologne/
perfume. You never know who has allergic reactions.éekets and use one pocket for your
business card and the other for their cards.

Poise: Agents and publishers want to know if you can bEWbar radio and not embarrass yourself
or your publisher. How will you meet the public?
Business cards: Agents will write notes on the bacloaf gard. Your photo and card should show
your style and be visually easy on the eyes.
Let people see you by your professional name firste faur photo on your nametag.
Wear your nametag on your upper right shoulder.
Turn off your cell phone.
Do your homework! Search the net for info on agentsighésts, and authors who will be at the confer-
ence. Try www.publishersweekly.com for their name. [fisyders Directory of Literary Agentspub-
lisher’'s websites, personal web sites, and author lpbgrs.

©~No O
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The Hi-Plains Chapter of the Poetry Society of
Texas,meets next on April 19, at 11 a.m. at thg
SCA Building, 1200 S. Tyler in Amarillo.

For copies of the newsletfEne Muse

email tfffarms@ midplains.coop.
The Southwest Cowboy Poets’ Association

Breakfast is on the 2nd Saturday of each month Rt

8:00 a.m. at the Big Texan Steak Ranch.

It's time to get ready for the confer-

ence! If you have not joined yet, you
can join as you register for the Fron-
tiers in Writing Conference.

See website registration or the bro-

chure for additional information and

levels of membership. Mail to:

Panhandle Professional Writers
PO Box 19303
Amarillo, Texas 79114

From the editors, Bobette and Jerome Doerrie
ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com

contact editor Frances Clegg-Ferris, at 764-34 .Jhe PPW Window is designed to serve the membership.

welcome submissions, news, updates, member concerng
announcements, your web sites, and blogs. This is an id¢

Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month lectioe

meeting.

Writing Hints: Allen Voivod in The Bitter Cup

What is the difference between sarcasm and irony?

Sarcasm's chief weapon is irony - as is satire'saSarésn't always witty -
and neither is satire. However, sarcasm's intent iditule - whereas satire

difference!

The REAL deal that separates the simply sarcastic peos from the sati-
rist is motivation Satire stakes a claim in that most fabled patch of ldued
moral high ground. Sarcasm, on the other hand, makaschgsetension -
it's totally amoral.

http://checkplease.humorfeed.com/blog/2006/07/saneas-satire-whats-
difference.html

blication for members who want the experience of beirlg
published and working with a friendly editor.

isn't always intended to be mean-spirited. A-ha! Nowenlgeginning to seeja

From:
THE PPW WINDOW

13925 Co. Rd. B
Booker, TX 79005

TO:

c/o Bobette and Jerome Doerrie
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